Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ATHENS 03356 011749Z 
45 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 ISO-OO 10-10 OMB-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 

SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 SAJ-01 /089 W 

124166 

R 011200Z MAY 75 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8620 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
USLO PEKING 

UNCLAS ATHENS 3356 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, GR, BE, CH 

SUBJ: BELGIAN PRIME MINISTER AND FOREIGN MINISTER STOP OVER 
IN ATHENS ON RETURN FROM PEKING 

1. BELGIAN PRIME MINISTER TINDEMANS AND FOREIGN MINISTER 
VAN ELSLANDE ARRIVED ATHENS APRIL 29 ON FLIGHT FROM PEKING. 

PRIME MINISTER DEPARTED SHORT TIME LATER FOR BRUSSELS WHILE 
FOREIGN MINISTER STAYED OVERNIGHT AS GUEST GREEK FOREIGN 
MINISTER BITSIOS AND DEPARTED APRIL 30 FOR ANKARA. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS OF NEWSMEN, PM TINDEMANS 
INDICATED THAT IN COURSE HIS TALKS IN PEKING, CHINESE HAD 
REFERRED TO CYPRUS PROBLEM. HE INDICATED THAT BELGIAN 
SIDE HAD "NOTED WHAT CHINESE TOLD US ON THE SUBJECT AND 
WE ASKED THEM CERTAIN QUESTIONS". 

3. FM VAN ELSLANDE COMMENTED THAT DURING HIS STAY IN ATHENS HE 
WOULD TALK WITH FM BITSIOS ON VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL, EUROPEAN 
AND BILATERAL TOPICS. WHEN ASKED WHETHER HIS TRIP TO ANKARA 
WAS RELATED TO CYPRUS PROBLEM, VAN ELSLANDE GAVE CATEGORICAL 
NEGATIVE REPLY. SEMI-OFFICIAL ATHENS NEWS AGENCY BULLETIN 
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